- THEGCLAWH

N ' ¥




SORP S S E—

INTRODUCTION

| am so grateful that this has ended up in your hands! | have wanted to make an
intermediate clawhammer book since | wrote the beginner book 3 years ago. The
songs in this book are some of my favorites, selected with input from the old-time
community in Brooklyn, NY, as well as from my wonderful banjo students over the
years. These tunes are meant to be played and jammed at festivals, in bands, or
played by yourself wherever you are. Play for some people, your family, or your pets!

You will find that the book is arranged in three sections. Each section focuses on
a specific tuning of the banjo. It starts in double C tuning, then moves to standard
G, and ends in sawmill tuning. All of the tunes have challenging moments, but | put
them in order of how | usually teach the tunes. Keeping that in mind, you can always
jump around in the book. Look for variations at the bottom of the pages marked with
an asterisk, you may feel the variation suits your playing more!

When learning a new song or tune, | recommend listening to it. Listen for the
repetition of notes and repeated phrases. See if you can hum/sing the melody along
with the song, and then see if you can hum/sing the melody on your own. Compare
what you hear to what is written on the page. When you play, make it a goal to mem-
orize the song. Play it three times in a row really well. If you have to go slow, that's
even better. | love slow!

Getting better at an instrument is all about the work you put into it, and also the
focus and attention you put into your playing. You may not want to perform publicly,
and that's ok!-but | believe it's a good idea to record yourself, and to listen back,
and even pretend that it's someone else you're listening to. You can figure out what
sounds good or needs work pretty quickly. When | do this, | always feel like | get
better faster.

Once you feel comfortable with the notes, put a little of your soul into the music,
and make it yours. Traditional music is a living art form. You don't have to replicate
exactly what is on the page. You can bend, weave, and meld these songs to suit your
singing style and your skills. Add your own nuances and expression and above all,
enjoy the sounds you are making.

The goal of this book is to inspire you to play more banjo and to give you more
repertoire to play and jam wherever you are. I'm so happy to share these tunes that |
love and | hope you take it on your own musical journey!

Enjoy!
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HOW TO PLAY CGLAWHAMMER BANJO

TECHNIQUE:

1. Pick either the index or middle finger. Whichever finger has a good strong nail. If you don't
have a nail on either finger, pick one, and work on strengthening that nail. (I use my middle
finger).

2. Use the back of the nail to strike downward on the strings. In general, you will mostly rely on
this one finger.

3. Keep a relaxed claw shape to your right hand (or left hand if you are left-handed).

4. Avoid flicking your finger outward, keep the claw or C shape and try to move from the wrist.
Your thumb will land and bounce off the 5th string. When you play drop thumb, the thumb
will move to other strings.

6. Use the right and left hand exercises in this book to help your hand motion feel automatic.

It's okay to hit the drum head a little while playing.
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| = Index

M = Middle
R =Ring
T=Thumb

1. Bum Dittys. Continue on each string. Use the back of the nail, middle or index
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h = Hammer-on

i = Index
M = Middle
R =Ring

1. Play on each string. Keep fingers close to finger board

LEFT HAND EXERCISES
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| was standing by my window

On one cold and cloudy day
When | saw the hearse come rolling

For to carry my mother away

Will the circle be unbroken
By and by, Lord, by and by
There's a better home a-waiting
In the sky, Lord, in the sky

Tab arrangement by Hilary Hawke

Lord | told the, undertaker
Undertaker please drive slow
For this body you are hauling

Lord, | hate to see her go

Oh, | followed close behind her
Tried to hold up and be brave
But | could not hide my sorrow
When they laid her in the grave

| went back home Lord, my home was
lonesome
Missed my mother, she was gone
All of my brothers, sisters crying
What a home so sad and alone




Double C STILLHUUSE Key of D
Tuning Capo 2
gCGCD S — — AABB
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Cider, Cider, A little more cider
Down to the stillhouse to get a little cider
Cider, Cider, A little more cider
Down to the stillhouse to get a little cider

You be the horse,

i'll be the rider

Down to the stillhouse to get a little cider.
Cider, Cider, A little more cider
Down to the stillhouse to get a little cider

Also called ‘Cider’,

from Virginia and
North Carolina

| went back to the foot of the hill
You ain’t be an away, been there still.
Cider, Cider, A little more cider
Down to the stillhouse to get a little cider
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Key of D
Capo 2
AABB
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e & “CANGELINA BAKER Coro?
Tuning Capo 2
gCGCD AABB
Standard Jam Version
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Angelina Baker, age of 23 (Or Angeline the baker)
Fed her sugar candy, but she still won't marry me
Angelina Baker, Angeline | know

Should have married Angeline, just twenty years ago

Her father was a baker, his name was Uncle Sam
I never will forget her, no matter where | am
She said can’t do hard work, because she is not stout
Bakes the biscuits every day and pours the coffee out

10

I bought Angeline a brand new dress, it was neither black

nor brown

It was the color of stormy skies, when the rain came down

Sixteen horses in a pack, the leader he was blind
| dreamed that | was dying, | saw my Angeline

Tab arrangement by Hilary Hawke

A favorite
old-time tune,
first collected by
Alan Lomax in
the 1930’s, Galax
Virginia. Different
from the minstrel
tune by Stephen
Foster.



Key of D
Capo 2
AABB
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Tuning
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Tuning ﬁ" Capo 2
gCGCD AABB
TOMMY JARRELL
o2 -] 2 O
Z= 2 = A o — o
1= 1 \ =4 o\ A ] Fay 7N
0 T 1 Oz 1 P < ol
1 \j}\ l‘ 1 \ 1 A b, W=
ho ' h
P P o 2 ) f"\/\?/\
> P N \—g = == < T
o A\ 2 o \ 4 A\ ]
7 1 = A4 | 1
1 o I T 1 P 1
Y I - LT -l
A
9 2 WPane) h S L‘
p = y 4 A P=N N V)
1 1 \—j o) - ? o 7 N\ 7N
| 1 A = ~ A4 Vo) Pl Ll
1 1 1 e . ¥ v ~J

3 O - s L

Bl FIRST Timg SE CoNd TIME
& ~ P heas € ) -2
N P N P s o oY
Py ) 22 P 1 A\ = OO e
N i Y A= \-—y A 1 » ]
1 oY 1 1 L O 1 PN
7 U L] ] X
P F 4
C 7n I~ | - = =
= e ~ P 7 ~7 Py
= L <

LN
-.I

LN
0]
ND

N

3
o NO
ar
0]

C L 4 r 3
—_——— b N
o N = S b 4 i S
= ~ = s ~ L] ' ~ Y
] o
= ‘1 N 1 4‘1 Ve 8 P
© t ©
] Ly 1
W T
PN & C
5 35 e r— = % =—%
1 N ham ) A4 e \/ A4 Y
= t = e —
U ‘ ¥4 7
x1. VvariATIO N
C"‘ 1 ﬁ Q O
V = 4 o) > 7] Y
S ~ = Z = L
-
I'm going to western country now, Susan Anna gal How do you make your living now? Susan Anna gal
(Or Suzie Anna gal) Drinking whiskey and playing cards, Susan Anna gal

I’'m going to western country now, Susan Anna gal
16 horses in a team, as | go riding by
If 1 don't get ole Susan Anna, lord knows the reason why

Tab arrangement by Hilary Hawke 13



Capo 2

Key of D
AABB

CLYDE DAVENPORT

8 MILES FROM TOWN
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G Tuning

JOHN BROWN'S DREAM
gDGBD Capo 2 Carolina
AABBCCDD
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(Sing over the B and C parts of the tune)

John Brown’s Dream, John Brown’s Dream, the devil is dead 2x
Come on Lula, come on Lula, come on Lula
with your hog and your bread

Soon be the time, soon be the time for pickin’ it again 2x

Boatin’ up Cindy Cindy Cindy, Boatin’ up Cindy
How do you do?

Tab arrangement by Hilary Hawke
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Capo 2
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As time draws near my dearest dear when you and | must part
How little you know of the grief and woe in my poor aching heart
Each night | suffer for your sake, you're the one | love so true

| wish that you were staying here, or | was going with you.
| wish my breast were made of glass wherein you might behold
Upon my heart your name lies wrote in letters made of gold
In letters made of gold my love, believe me when | say
You are the one that | will adore until my dying day

The blackest crow that ever flew would surely turn to white
If ever | prove false to you bright day will turn to night
Bright day will turn to night my love, the elements will mourn
If ever | prove false to you the seas will rage and burn

Tab arrangement by Hilary Hawke 17
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G Tuning

JUNE APPLE Cora?
gDGBD Capo 2
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Standard Jam Version
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| Wish | was a June Apple
Hanging on a tree
Every time my true love passed
She’d take a little bite of me

Goin’ across the mountain
I’'m goin’ in the spring
When | get on the other side
I'm gonna hear my darlin’ sing

Wish | had some sticks and poles
Build my chimney higher
Ever time it rains or snows
Puts out all my fire

Tab arrangement by Hilary Hawke
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Sawmill Tuning G H E A 8 Y G U AT Key of Am
gbGCD Capo 2
AABB
EDDEN HAMMONS
M
(cY s <
O L M.~ = = Lo} N 25 = ©
) - . e i q, [ ] A4 St
1 oy 1 £
S Fow G~
Fon ! O oD
2= b =
% s 2 e T—=
1 N, o A . 1 PN C
S "\ o
P P f'\A') % Lo ]
= = = S A~ e
- <& p-3 I = =
W\ - T -
o fan o
R S = =
= e = 7 = & =
[
h ) - rd
s =3 =——8 S — & E—
s O — p— = oy
h ,
b a o g 5 S—5
= —~ }/
- L ? 1| Y cl) .
" h
~~
- —8 S—X—3%& =5
A= - T
s 5 | Py \?
F ®n am
S ) @ -
V= 7S = D 5 © = N

| don’t drink, | don’t smoke
| don’t mess with a greasy coat.

| don't kiss, | don't tell
All you sinners go to hell.

| don’t cuss, | don’t chew
| don’t mess with girls that do.

Tab arrangement by Hilary Hawke
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Sawmill Tuning
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RECOMMENDED LISTENING

CLAWHAMMER BANJO PLAYERS
Ola Belle Reed
Cathy Fink and Marcy Marxer
Samantha Bumgarner
Lily Mae Ledford
Rhiannon Giddens
Fred Cockerham
Wade Ward
Ken Perlman
Bascom Lamar Lunsford
Jason Romero
Bruce Molsky
Adam Hurt
Brad Leftwich

RECOMMENDED ALBUMS
Down to the Cider Mill-with Oscar Jenkins, Fred Cockerham, Tommy Jarrell
Stay All Night- with Oscar Jenkins, Fred Cockerham, Tommy Jarrell
Field Recorders Collective: Sidna and Fulton Myers
Can the Circle Be Unbroken: Country Music's First Family-Carter Family

The Young Fogies-compilation
High Atmosphere compilation

The Lost Child-Brad Leftwich & Linda Higginbotham

We'll Die in the Pig Pen Fighting-Tom, Brad, Alice
Rockville Pike-Nate Leath and friends

RECOMMENDED BANDS
The Wild Goats (my band)
Our Native Daughters
Anna & Elizabeth
Abigail Washburn and Bela Fleck
New Lost City Ramblers
Frank Blevins And His Tar Heel Rattlers
Rising Appalachia
Coon Creek Girls
Iron Mountain Stringband
Skillet Lickers
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